Whenmy husband and | drove through the Western .
part of the country, we noticed miles and miles of |
fenizes along the highway. This mads us wonder v\fho
" owns all that fand. Is there any unowned

. - By Marllynvos Savant

Aninch ofrairi i$ easy to define and measure: You put *
oucany size bucker with a one-inch marking inside
When enongh rain collects to reach the mark, thac's
an inch of rain, The mote ground cov- -

1and left in the Unitad States? Wa nt to ered by the bucket, the more wazer it will

—Debbie Schneider, Wauwatoss, Wis. buy Some hold, but the height of the wirer will-re‘a

* No, the homesteading act was abolished public 'main the same, You-cani prove this to

in 1976, and the federal governmentnow |- land? yourself by purting our.two buckers of |
owns the public lands. They amount ro an different sizes a few feet apart, |
29% of all the tertitory iv the U.5. The You're 1 Asimplerin gauge will give you great- |

public hnds—mosdy in the West—are abﬂut 30 €r accuracy, at Jeast for your backyard. .

dominated by Arctic tundra, moun:ams yea s - Of course, measuring rainfall accurarely .
forests; grasslands and deserts. too late. over alargerarea in real-life weather con- -

You may be surprised ra learn thar the
governmeént owns dbour 85% of Nevada, G9% of
Alaska, 57% of Utah, 53% of Oregon, 50% of Idaho,.
48% of Artzona, 45% of California, 42% of Wyotring,
42% of New Mmaco and 37% of Caloraxlo
What'is “an inch of rain""

—Wendly Flick, Lonig Beath, Calif.

- divions ismuch more difficulcand com- |
plex, but“an inch of rain” stillamounts to the same !
thing: one inch of watet in a bucket, ;

Days are based on the time it takes for the Earth.to ‘L

. spin on its axis, months correspond to the phases of

the Moon, and years refer to our planet revelving .
around the Sun. But what 1s the sclentific basis for a |




